CHAPTER IX
THE MANIFESTO OF OCTOBER 17, 1905
IN view of the outbreak of deep unrest in all parts of
Russia, especially in St. Petersburg and some other large
cities, during September and the early part of October,
1905, following upon several years of continual ferment
and political assassinations, Count Witte, the President of
the Committee of Ministers, on the 6th of October, 1905,
asked His Majesty to receive him and hear an analysis of
the extremely alarming situation then existing. This re-
quest was made at the urgent instance of Count Solski, the
President of the Imperial Council. On the 8th of October
His Majesty wrote to Count Witte, stating that it had been
his intention to summon him to discuss the actual state of
affairs and directing him to come on the next day, the gth
of October, at about six o'clock in the evening.
On the 9th of October the President of the Committee
of Ministers appeared before His Majesty and presented
a hastily prepared memorandum, in which he expressed his
views regarding conditions. At the same time he pointed
out that in his opinion there were two courses of action:
either to adopt the method outlined in his communication,
orally submitted on that occasion, or to invest with complete
power a responsible person (a dicator), who, with unre-
mitting energy, might by dint of physical force suppress the
turbulence in all its manifestations. For this task, he re-
marked, it would be necessary to select a man of resolute
character and military training. He added that though the
first measure seemed to him the more appropriate, his judg-
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